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           August 18, 2010
16 year old arrested after a High Speed Pursuit in a Stolen Truck

On August 18th, at 1:25 am Slidell Police Officer Jeremy Bertucci was dispatched to the area of Pine and Cypress Streets in reference to a white pickup driving recklessly.  


As Officer Bertucci arrived in the area, he saw a White 2005 Toyota Tundra cross Highway 190 and continue south on Pine Street towards Westhall.  Officer Bertucci then located the vehicle again on Westhall Avenue exiting Hermadel Drive, as it disobeyed the Stop Sign and almost hit Officer Bertucci’s marked Police Unit.  Officer Bertucci attempted to stop the truck and the driver accelerated to speeds over 80 mph (30mph zone) down Westhall towards Front Street.  The vehicle continued down Gause Blvd reaching speeds of over 100 mph (40mph zone).  Officer Bertucci continued to follow the vehicle as it made its way down Gause Blvd, before turning onto Kensington Blvd.  The vehicle drove through the front yard of a home in the 400 block and continued down Kensington Blvd until it reached the dead end.  The driver of the vehicle then made a u-turn and drove through several more yards in the 400 block of Kensington, hitting a stop sign, basketball goal and a parked vehicle.  As the vehicle drove out the neighborhood, other Slidell Police Units were waiting and deployed spike strips.  After running over the spike strips the vehicle first increased its speed as it headed towards the officers that deployed the spike strips.  The officers were able to get out of the way and avoid being hit by the fleeing vehicle. The vehicle then drove the wrong way on Kensington Blvd, before crossing the median and making a right turn back on Gause Blvd. heading the wrong way. As the vehicle crossed the intersection of Gause Blvd and Robert Blvd it ran over another set of spike strips causing the tires to come apart.  The vehicle continued heading west on Gause Blvd and as it approached the intersection of Magnolia the driver lost control and the vehicle crashed into a ditch.  After crashing, the driver and passenger exited the vehicle and fled the scene on foot.  After a short foot chase the driver was apprehended by a Slidell Police K-9.  As the K-9 apprehended the driver, he began to repeatedly punch the 
K-9.  After a brief struggle, the driver was taken into custody.  A short time later the passenger was apprehended by a Slidell Police K-9 and taken into custody.  


It was later determined that the vehicle had been stolen from a parking lot near Front Street and Cousin Street. 


The driver turned out to be a 16 year old black male from Slidell. The Passenger was 24 year old Jeffery J. Ducre Jr. of Slidell.  The 16 year old was booked and transported to the Florida Parish Juvenile Detention Center.      
The known juvenile was charged with Unauthorized Use of a Vehicle, Disobeying a Stop Sign, No Driver’s License, two counts of Aggravated Assault, two counts of Criminal Damage and three counts of Resisting an Officer.  This is not the first arrest for the juvenile. In 2008, he was arrested and charged with Attempted Armed Robbery and in 2009 Simple Burglary and Resisting an Officer.

Jeffery J. Ducre, age 24 of 573 Beechwood Drive, Slidell, LA

Was arrested for Unauthorized Use of a Vehicle, Contributing to the Delinquency of a Juvenile and two counts of Resisting an Officer
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