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               June 9th, 2010
18 Wheeler Gas Tanker Truck Races Honda Accord

On Tuesday June 8th, at approximately 8:40 pm, Detective Daniel Seuzeneau was stopped at the red traffic light at the intersection of Third Street and Pontchartrain Drive. While stopped he saw a Blue18 wheeler Gas Tanker Truck take the turn from Pontchartrain Drive onto Third Street at a very high rate of speed.  Following the truck was a Red Honda Accord, which also took the same turn at a high rate of speed.  Detective Seuzeneau then turned around and began trying to catch up to both vehicles which were heading down Old Spanish Trail towards I-10 at a very high rate of speed.  As Detective Seuzeneau caught up to both vehicles, he clocked their speed at over 80 miles per hour.  


Detective Seuzeneau then attempted to stop both vehicles. The 2009 Blue Kenworth Gas Tanker Truck stopped and the 1995 Red Honda Accord continued on before pulling into the Waffle House parking lot.  Detective Seuzeneau then spoke with the trucks driver, 33 year old Craig Smith from Kenner, LA who initially stated he was just “driving fast” because he was in a hurry.  After being confronted that the other driver, 19 year old Brandon Tanks of Slidell, LA, told other officers that he was racing the gas truck, Smith admitted they were racing.  Smith also advised that the truck was empty and that he and Tanks were trash talking about how fast each others vehicles were.  Tanks advised that Smith challenged him to a race between his Honda Accord and the Gas Tanker Truck.  

Craig Smith of Kenner and Brandon Tanks of Slidell, LA were both issued a citation for Drag Racing.  Smith apologized and stated that he has been driving trucks for about seven years and had never done anything like this before.  Smith claims Tanks is his nephew.  
Louisiana Revised Statue states that: The first violation shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred seventy-five dollars or by imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or both.
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