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      April 15th, 2010
Counterfeiting Check Operation on Wheels

 On April 14th, 2010 at approximately 3:30 pm Slidell Detectives Mario Arthur and Rob Chadwick both assigned to the United States Secret Service Task Force received a call about a suspicious transaction at the Wal-Mart located on Natchez Drive in Slidell.  Both Detectives arrived and began watching the involved vehicle and its two occupants.  

Detectives were aware that there were several incidents around the country where subjects were buying real check account routing numbers and fraudulent Florida and/or Georgia Driver’s License.   The suspects would then purchase check paper from an office supply store and make fraudulent checks using the routing number and the information supplied on the fraudulent driver’s licenses.  The routing number and the name on the check did not match.  The driver’s license had the photo of the suspect on them with false information.  The driver’s licenses were of very good quality right down to having the state holograms.  


After watching one of the suspects, later identified as Michael Crump return a HP Touch Smart Computer for cash, the Detectives followed him back to the vehicle.  Once both suspects were in the vehicle they left the parking lot.  When the driver Michael Crump drove down the wrong direction on Tyler Drive he was stopped by Detectives.  The vehicle was a 2010 Silver Santa Fe by Hyundai which was rented from Enterprise Leasing.

Both suspects were very nervous and Detectives could see that there were several computers and printers in the vehicle.  During the interview of both suspects they gave consent to search the vehicle, which turned up over $2300.00 in cash, several boxes of check making material, such as check books, registers and the paper used to make checks on a computer.  Also located were several fraudulent checks that had the name information to a fake driver’s license found on one of the suspects.  Detectives also located several pages of check making paper that contained all the Wal-Mart locations in the metro area.  All total the suspects had twenty two routing numbers from ten different banks.  The routing numbers were from different people from around the country.  Detectives are continuing to investigate where the suspects obtained the fraudulent driver’s licenses and the routing numbers.  

Both suspects have fully cooperated with Detectives and advised them they would purchase fraudulent driver’s license and real checking account routing numbers from an unknown person in the Atlanta, Georgia area.  They would then rent a vehicle and travel around to different Wal-Mart Stores where they would purchase an expensive computer with a fraudulent check then travel to another Wal-Mart and return the computer for cash.  They stayed on the move by producing the checks while in the vehicle with a laptop computer and printer.  
Arrested Subjects: Jarman J. Steib, age 24 of 3454 N Druid Hills Road, Decatur, GA and Michael C. Crump, age 21 of 4718 Arthur Drive, Slidell, LA. Both subjects were charged with twenty two counts of Monetary Instrument Abuse, ten counts of Bank Fraud, Identity Theft and Unlawful possession/manufacture of a fraudulent document for Identification purposes.  Bond has not been set at the time of this release. 
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