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       July 10th, 2009
Deluxe Motel Robbery Solved

On Thursday July 9th, 2009 Slidell Police Investigators received a tip from CrimeStoppers giving information about one of the suspects that possibly committed the Armed Robbery at the Deluxe Motel on July 4th, 2009.  The tipster advised that the suspects name was Darnell Smith around the age of 24 and once lived in the Slidell area.

Detective Sgt. Nicky Mistretta with the assistance of the Picayune Police Department was able to locate the named suspect in the Picayune area.  Once the suspect was located he was interviewed by Detective Sgt. Mistretta and he advised that he was the one that committed the robbery.  A photo of the suspect was matched with the surveillance video and it confirmed that Darnell Smith was one of the suspects that committed the Armed Robbery.  Det. Mistretta also obtained the name of the other suspect and until his involvement is confirmed his name will not be released.  


Smith told investigators that they put the purses in a construction dumpster in the parking lot 1514 Gause Blvd.  Both purses were recovered from the dumpster.


Currently Darnell Smith is being held in Picayune awaiting extradition back to Louisiana.  Once the identity of the other suspect is confirmed his name and photo will be released.

Without the media coverage this crime would not have been solved as quickly.  
Suspect: Darnell Smith, age 24 of 620 Lewis Circle, Picayune, MS will be booked with three counts of Armed Robbery once he is returned to Louisiana.
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