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                June 1st, 2009
Slidell Records its First Homicide in Three Years

On Saturday, May 30th, 2009 at 9:39 pm Slidell Police responded to the 3100 block of City Drive in reference to a possible shooting.  Once on the scene Officers saw a man lying on the sidewalk in front of 3119 City Drive with no shirt on.  Officers also saw that the man had some type of wound to the center of his chest.   
Officers were advised by several witnesses that a Raymond Deckelman had either shot or stabbed the man, before running off.  


The man was transported to the hospital where he later died from a single stab wound to the center of his chest.  Officers set up a perimeter and were searching the area for Deckelman using a K-9 from both the Slidell Police Department and the St. Tammany Parish S.O. While searching the area Deckelman called one of the witnesses and told them that he was going to turn himself in.  The witness turned the phone over to one of the Officers and during the phone conversation Officers could here noises that lead them to believe that Deckelman was still with in the perimeter.  

A 1:07 pm on May 31st, Officers were able to locate Deckelman at his father’s home, where he was taken into custody with out incident.


Investigators are still trying to determine what the two were arguing about.  Witnesses have told investigator that the two had been arguing most of the day.  


What investigators do know is that the victim 32 year old Kenneth A. Beeson of Slidell had walked over to Deckelman’s yard and the two continued to argue with each other.  The victim pushed Deckelman with his chest and at 5”11 and 220 pounds he was able to knock Deckelman back who at 5”9’ and 159 pounds appeared to be the smaller of the two.  During this confrontation Deckelman stabbed Beeson in the chest with a large kitchen type knife.  Beeson fell to the ground and Deckelman ran off finally making it to his father’s home.  The knife was located just a short distance from the scene.
Arrested Subject: Raymond A. Deckelman, age 37 of 3119 City Drive, Slidell, LA was arrested and charged with Manslaughter.

Slidell’s last Homicide occurred in July 2006
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