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       May 13, 2009
Two Armed Robberies Reported within Minutes


On Tuesday, May 12th, 2009 at 1:32 pm the Slidell Police Department was notified of an Armed Robbery that had just occurred at the Latino Produce store at 2767 Sgt. Alfred Drive.  While Officers were just 36 minutes into their investigation into the robbery, another report came in at 1:58 pm that another robbery had just taken place in the parking lot of 1414 Fremaux. 


The first robbery at the Latino Produce Store started after a Hispanic Male, described only as being 5’3’ and last seen wearing a red t-shirt and black shorts entered the store and ordered two Tostados.  The Hispanic male then paid for the food and exited the store and approached a red 80’s model Toyota and handed the two tostados to another Hispanic male that was sitting in the vehicle.  The Hispanic Male then re-entered the store and ordered two more tostados.  When the 50 year old clerk opened the cash register to make change the Hispanic male pulled a black handgun from his rear pocket and in Spanish, with a Mexican Dialect announced that he was robbing the store and that he wanted all the money. After getting the money the Hispanic Male fled in the Toyota Corolla with the other Hispanic male.    A Delivery Driver was pulling into the parking lot and saw the Red Toyota leave the parking lot in a hurry towards Old Spanish Trail.  This same Driver assisted Officers in translating, since the 50 year old clerk and other employees did not speak English.


In the second reported robbery Golden Flake Delivery Driver Michael Stewart reported that after making a delivery at the Quick Check on Fremaux, he returned to his truck and as he entered the rear of the truck, a subject was standing there with a gun wrapped in a red bandana.  The subject demanded that Stewart hand over the money he just collected.  Stewart then told police that since there was a Gas Delivery Truck Driver in the parking lot that the suspect wanted to be dropped off at a near by church.  Stewart then drove the suspect to the nearby church parking lot. Once in the parking lot the suspect jumped out and ran towards Ridgecrest.  


Investigators began interviewing witness in the Quick Check Parking lot and others that were in the church parking lot.  It quickly became clear that Stewart’s story was not adding up to what the witnesses were telling police.  After Investigators continued to interview Stewart he final admitted that he had concocted the whole story about being robbed, because he was having financial problems and needed the money.  The money was recovered from the interior of the truck where Stewart said he hid the money.  

Stewart was then arrested and charged with False Report of a Crime.

Arrested Subject: Michael Stewart, age 40 of 110 Bayou Parquet, Slidell, LA, was arrested for False Report of a Crime
The robbery at the Latino Produce Store does not appear to be related to any other reported robberies in the area.

Chief Drennan said “With the recent rash of robberies I am asking that all business that have video surveillance equipment, to please make sure that all the equipment is working and recording properly.  They also need to make sure that the camera’s are in the right locations to get the best shot of the suspects face.  We have seen some that were too high and only got the top of a suspect head while others were facing in the wrong direction. They also need to remember that if the system uses a tape to change it often. Video surveillance footage is a big help in our investigation and always helps in solving the crime.”
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