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               May 6th, 2009
Practical Joke goes up in Flames

On My 4th at 7:30 pm a 45 year old Slidell female reported to the Slidell Police Department that her Red and Black 1988 Chrysler Lebaron was stolen from the parking lot of the Rite Aid located at 2090 Gause Blvd.  

At 9:30 pm on May 4th, 2009 a Deputy with the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office was dispatched to a vehicle fire off Apple Pie Ridge Road.  Once on the scene the Deputy discovered that it was the vehicle that had been reported stolen earlier in the night.


On May 6th, 2009 at approximately 8:30 am Investigators with the Slidell Police Department developed information about a possible suspect.  Along with Investigators from the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office the suspect Louis Pecou was located at his residence not far from where the vehicle was originally stolen from.  When questioned about his involvement with the case, Pecou admitted to taking the car and burning it.  Pecou told Investigators that he thought the vehicle belonged to a friend and took the car as a practical joke.  He planned on bring the vehicle to his home thinking his friend would call to tell hem that their vehicle had been being stolen, but shortly after taking the vehicle he realized that it was not his friends vehicle and he panicked.  His first thought was to return the vehicle to the parking lot, but he discovered that the police had already arrived on the scene.  Pecou then purchased one dollars worth of gasoline, then drove to a wooded area off Apple Pie Ridge Road and set the vehicle on fire.     
Mitchell was arrested after it was learned that he was with Pecou and assisted him in stealing the vehicle along with burning it.   
The vehicle was a complete lost and was not insured for theft or fire.  The St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office has also charged both men for crimes committed outside of the city.  
The vehicle owner (victim) and Pecou do not know each other.

Arrested Subjects:

Louis Pecou, age 28 of 40057 Ruby Street Apt. B, Slidell, LA, was arrested for Theft of a Motor Vehicle

Robert L. Mitchell Jr., age 33 of 3838 Pontchartrain Apt. C-210, Slidell, LA, was arrested for Principal to Theft of a Motor Vehicle
Chief Drennan said “What makes this so sad is that if he would have just returned the car and told the officers what happen, all of this could have been avoided.” 
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