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             April 21st, 2009
One Man Crime Spree Comes to an End

On Monday, April 20th, 2009 at 11:00 pm Andrew D. Wetzel, age 20 of 1407 Admiral Nelson, Slidell, LA was arrested on twenty seven felony charges.  Detectives with the Slidell Police Department have been looking for him for the last month on outstanding felony warrants for his role in passing fake checks.


The end came yesterday after the Slidell Police Department, St. Tammany Fire District One Fire Department, St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office, ATF and the State Fire Marshalls Office investigated several crimes that were linked together.  The first crime reported was a fire at a local attorney’s office on Second Street.  Once the fire was put out it was discovered that the business had been burglarized, and several computers along with a gun and a small amount of cash were stolen.  While both the police and fire departments were still investigating the business fire and burglary, the fire department was sent to a brush fire off the I-10 Service Road near Home Depot.  As Fire units were attempting to locate the brush fire they discovered a 1997 School Bus on fire in the parking lot of the Home Depot located at 874 E. I-10 Service Road.  The small fire was extinguished and fire fighters discovered that there were several burned up computers in the rear of the bus.  The Slidell Police also responded to that location and quickly learned that the computers were the same ones stolen from the attorney’s office on Second Street.  


Investigators got their first break after they were told that during the night Patrol Officers had been looking for Andrew Wetzel on several outstanding warrants after his vehicle was discovered in the parking lot of Applebee’s which is next door to the Home Depot.  Patrol Officers also removed a gun from the vehicle for safe keeping as the vehicle was left unlocked with the gun just sitting on the front seat.  

Investigators got their second break after a St. Tammany Parish Deputy spotted Wetzel’s vehicle in a parking lot off Robert Road around 4:30 pm.  Wetzel was then taken into custody by the Slidell Police Department.

During the interview of Wetzel he told the Detectives that he had committed several crimes over the last month and some as far back as 2007.  Wetzel told investigators that on Sunday night he was sitting in the parking lot of the Sunshine Laundry on Second Street, which is next door to the attorney’s office when he decided to break into the office.  Wetzel then entered the attorney’s office and found a gun along with a small amount of cash.  Wetzel also placed several computers near the back door of the business before leaving.  Wetzel then left and drove to a gas station using the stolen money to pay for gas.  Wetzel then drove down Gause Blvd, at times turning on a stolen strobe light, which had been stolen in a previous vehicle burglary of a Fire Department vehicle on April 13, 2009, while it was parked at 1358 Corporate Square Drive.  Wetzel then parked in the parking lot of Applebee’s as he thought that a police officer had seen him turn the lights on.  Wetzel then hid in the bushes for awhile and then walked over to the Home Depot.  While in the Home Depot parking lot, a Slidell Police Officer began looking at the vehicle and it was then that the officer discovered the gun.  The officer was notified that the vehicle belong to Andrew Wetzel and that Wetzel had several outstanding felony warrants, the officer decided to keep an eye on the vehicle, until he was pulled away to handle another call for service.  Wetzel in the meantime began to look for a place to sleep for the night and thats when he found the School Bus in the parking lot of Alex’s Body Shop.  Wetzel located a key for the bus and decided to return to the attorney’s office to pick up the computers.  Wetzel drove the bus back to the rear parking lot behind the Sunshine Laundry Center.  Wetzel loaded the computers on the bus, but before leaving Wetzel set the office on fire in an attempt to cover up any evidence that he may have left behind.  Wetzel drove the bus back to the Home Depot parking lot.  At some point in the night Wetzel also busted the windows of several businesses on Corporate Square Blvd, including the front windows to the St. Tammany Parish Fire District One’s Headquarters at 1358 Corporate Square Drive.  He advised that he did this to distract officers while he went back to the attorney’s office.  Once back at the Home Depot, Wetzel set the computers on fire inside the bus and put a rag in the buses fuel tank and lit the rag.   Wetzel then called in a brush fire from his cell phone and told the fire dispatcher that he was Reserve Fireman Smith from Lacombe and that he could see the fire from the interstate.  Wetzel returned to his vehicle and drove to Camp Villere using his stolen strobe lights to gain entry onto the base.  Once on the base Wetzel entered a Fire Department Vehicle and stole several items from it, including a Cardiac Defibrillator, laptop computer, a Rescue Bag and a GPS. The St. Tammany Parish Fire District’s Training Facility in located on the grounds of the Louisiana National Guard Base at Camp Villere.  It should be noted that Wetzel’s vehicle has several fire department decals on the front windshield.  

On the outstanding warrants for the Bank Fraud and other related charges. Wetzel obtained bank account and identity information of a subject that he was incarcerated with in the St. Tammany Parish Jail and used the information to pass a fraudulent check at the Quik Cash Store located at 1428 Gause Blvd on April 3rd, 2009.  Wetzel also made several electronic withdrawals from the person’s bank account.  It is unclear how Wetzel obtained all the information about the victim; other then they spent time in a jail together.  

Also during the interview Wetzel admitted to committing a Theft of over $2,300 dollars in August of 2007 from lockers at the Slidell Athletic Club at 1311 Gause Blvd.  On April 13, 2009 Wetzel also attempted to break into the drink machine in front of the Fire Department Headquarters.  Wetzel also talked about several similar crimes that he committed that were not reported to the Slidell Police Department. 

Arrested Subject: Andrew D. Wetzel, age 20 of 1407 Admiral Nelson, Slidell, LA was arrested and charged with three counts of Simple Burglary, two counts of Bank Fraud, two counts of Identity Theft, two counts of Monetary Instrument Abuse, two counts of Forgery, two counts of Attempted Theft over $500.00 by Fraud, six counts of Simple Burglary of a Vehicle, two counts of Criminal Damage to Property, and one count each for Criminal Trespassing on a Military Base,  Fraudulent Portrayal of a Fireman, Attempted Theft Over $300.00 and Criminal Damage to a Coin Operated Device.  Three counts of Simple Arson and two counts of Possession of Stolen Property
For a photo of the arrested subject please visit our web site at www.slidell.la.us, click on “Police Department” then click on “Press Releases”
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