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Slidell “Day of Destruction” DVD Honored with Telly Award 

A post-Katrina DVD produced by the City of Slidell’s Department of Cultural & Public Affairs has been recognized with a prestigious Telly Award.  Founded in 1979, the Telly Awards is the premier award honoring outstanding local, regional, and cable TV commercials and programs, as well as the finest video and film productions. Winners and Finalists represent the best work of the most respected advertising agencies, production companies, television stations, cable operators, and corporate video departments in the world. With a 27 year history of recognizing creative excellence, the Telly Awards is a widely known and highly respected international competition, with nearly 12,500 entries from all 50 states and numerous countries received annually.

The project was created by the City of Slidell’s Media Specialist Kim Bergeron, who felt it was important to document the story for future generations.  Bergeron served as creative director, copywriter and still photographer for the project, and The Slidell Chamber of Commerce’s then-Chairman of the Board Theresa Risley served as Production Assistant.  At the request of Risley, Charter Media provided services at no charge to the city to help document the story.

As Charter Media’s camera operator Lee Williams videotaped, Bergeron conducted interviews with a number of individuals, including Slidell Mayor Ben O. Morris, Slidell Police Chief Freddy
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Drennan, and a number of city officials and citizens, each of whom contributed a different facet of the entire story.  Damon Duke of Charter Media provided editing, and the entire project was completed in two days at no cost to the city.  R.E.M., Rhino Records and Warner Music Group graciously granted  permission for the city to utilize R.E.M.’s song, “Everybody Hurts”, to accompany the montage of photos which wrap up the video presentation, providing the city an opportunity to distribute the finished product to corporations, individuals who donate to the city’s relief fund, and for use on the city’s website.
The “Day of Destruction” DVD has become an easy way for Slidell to share its story when corporations and individuals ask for information about the recovery efforts.  The DVD has been requested by companies from around the United States, plus as far away as  Germany, Italy and Australia.

The award-winning  “Day of Destruction” video can be viewed on the city’s website, www.slidell.la.us.  A copy of the DVD is also available as a thank-you gift to individuals and organizations who donate $20 or more to the City of Slidell Relief Fund.  For more information, contact the City of Slidell’s Department of Cultural & Public Affairs at (985) 646-4375. 
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