Excerpted from the City of Slidell ZONING oRDINANCE:
Section 500. Sign regulation
501. 
State of purpose.

The purpose of this ordinance is to provide a feasible standard for the erection 


and maintenance of street graphics which communicate to the public and which use sight lines created by the public right-of-way.

The intent of this ordinance is to promote the safety of persons and properties, to allow for efficient communication between people and their environment, to enhance and preserve the appearance and economic value of the environment, to prevent physical, visual and traffic hazards caused by distracting street graphics, and to reduce the nuisance factor which street graphics pose to users of public rights-of-way and adjacent properties.

502. 
Definitions. The following definitions shall be applicable to the provisions of this ordinance:

502.01 Attached sign. Any sign attached to, applied on, or supported by any part of a building (such as a wall, roof, window, canopy, awning, arcade, or    marquee).

502.02 Balloon. An inflatable bag filled with a gas and often tied to poles or a 


horizontal support to serve as an attention-getting device.

502.03 Banner.  A piece of flexible material such as cloth or plastic sheet attached to one (1) or more supports.

502.04 Billboard. Any off-premises structure in excess of seventy (70) square 


feet, whether free-standing or affixed to another structure, upon which posters or poster sheets can be mounted or pasted thereon or on which message(s) and/or illustration(s) can be painted or otherwise applied directly thereto.

502.05 Canopy sign. A sign, which is mounted on a permanently roofed shelter 


covering a sidewalk, driveway, or other similar area.

502.05.1 Changeable copy display. Any permanently mounted sign panel upon 


which interchangeable letters, numbers or symbols can be attached.

502.06 Complex. A building or set of buildings composed of two (2) or more 


sections or interrelated parts.

502.06.1 Complex sign. A sign displaying the name and/or address of the shopping complex and displaying business identification signs for two (2) or more businesses operating within the complex.

502.07 Construction announcement signs. Signs identifying the architects, 


engineers, contractors, and other individuals involved in the construction of a building.

502.08 Flashing signs. Signs which have flashing, blinking, changing or fluttering lights or other similar illuminating devices.

502.09 Free-standing sign. A permanent sign which is supported by one (1) or 


more uprights or braces in or upon the ground and not attached to any building or wall, which may include a changeable copy display.

502.10 Garage sale sign. A temporary sign announcing a garage or yard sale.

502.11 Identification sign. An on-premises sign that displays no more than the 


name, numerical address, crest, insignia or trademark, occupation or profession of an occupant of the premises or name of any building on the premises.

502.12 Illuminated sign. Any sign in which a source of light is used in order to 


make readable the message shall be defined as an illuminated sign.

502.13 Inoperative vehicle. Any vehicle that cannot operate under its own power 


or is not currently legal for highway use.

502.14 Institutional bulletin board. An on-premises sign containing a surface 


upon which is displayed the name of a religious institution, school, library, or community center and the announcement of its service or activities.

502.15 Integral sign. Such signs for churches, temples or names of public buildings, dates of erection, monumental citations, commemorative tablets and other similar signs when carved into stone, concrete, or other building material, or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent type of construction and made an integral part of the structure to which they are attached.

502.15.1 Laser lights. A device or series of devices, which emits an intense 


monochromatic beam of light.

502.16 Nonconforming sign. A sign, which was in existence prior to the adoption 


of this ordinance which does not conform to the provisions of this ordinance.

502.17 Obsolete sign. The signs of any business operating at the time of the 


passage of this ordinance, which are included under subsection 527.04B. When that business ceases operation, subsection 527.04B no longer applies and its signs are henceforth considered obsolete. Signs advertising a product or service no longer provided or rendered are also considered obsolete signs.

502.18 Off-premises sign. A sign, which is not a billboard, relating its subject 


matter to premises other than the premises on which it is located.

502.19 On-premises sign. A sign, which is not a billboard, relating its subject 


matter to the premises on which it is located.

502.20 Portable sign. Such sign that are not firmly anchored and secured to 


either a building or the ground. A firmly anchored sign is any sign attached to a rigid support such as a wood or steel post, which is firmly set in the ground and secured in a concrete base.

502.21 Political sign. Any sign which indicates the name, cause or affiliation of 


anyone seeking public office, or which indicates any issue for which a public election is scheduled to be held.

502.22 Premises. Any lot or unplatted tract, or any combination of contiguous 


lots or unplatted tracts held under single ownership.

502.23 Primary building sign. A sign which is mounted against, painted on or 


affixed to a building, wall fascia, awning or sloping roof and directs attention to a business, commodity, service, entertainment or other activity conducted on the premises upon which the sign is located.

502.24 Private traffic directional signs. Such signs directing vehicular or pedestrian traffic movement into a premises or within a premises.

502.25 Projecting sign. A sign attached to and supported by a building or other 


structure and which extends therefrom.

502.26 Public property signs. Signs that are not located on the premises of the 


business or organization being advertised, but are located on public property.

502.27 Public signs. Signs of a noncommercial nature, and in the public interest, 


erected by or upon the order of a public officer in the performance of his public duty, such as safety signs, zoning signs, memorial plaques, signs of historical interest and all similar signs, including signs designating hospitals, libraries, schools, airports, and other institutions or places of public interest and concern.

502.28 Public warning signs. Any sign, which warns the public of possible danger or informs the public of certain restrictions (such as ``Beware of the Dog'' or ``No Trespassing'').

502.29 Real estate signs. Temporary signs advertising the sale, rental, or lease 


of the premises or part of the premises on which the signs are displayed.

502.29.1 Revolving beacon. A light can or a series of light cans which move or 


rotate in a random orbit.

502.30 Roof. The top covering of a building or area designed and constructed to shield the area underneath from the weather. The term ``roof'' includes the term ``canopy.''

502.31 Roof sign. A sign erected upon or above a roof or canopy of a building and affixed to that roof or canopy.

502.32 Sign. The term ``sign'' shall mean and include every sign, billboard, ground sign, wall sign, roof sign, illuminated sign, projecting sign, temporary sign, marquee, awning, canopy, and street clock, and shall include any announcement, declaration, demonstration, display illustration or insignia used to advertise or promote the interests of any person when the same is placed out of doors in view of the general public.

502.33 Reserved.
502.34 Sign face. That area of a sign contained in a rectangle enclosed by continuous non-bisecting straight lines connecting the extreme points or edges of a sign or individual letters and/or graphics mounted on or painted on a building.

502.35 Snipe sign. A sign, which is attached to trees, utility poles, or fences except public warning signs. This does not refer to snipe signs as used in billboards.

502.36 Special event sign. Any sign or display, which advertises an event such as a fair, grand openings, anniversaries, or special designated citywide or annual events.

502.37 Subdivision markers. A sign, which identifies a subdivision when located within the subdivision limits.

502.38 Trademark flags. A flag bearing the recognized logo or symbol of an organization, business or corporation.

502.39 Under-canopy sign. A sign which is located beneath or projecting below a permanent roofed shelter covering a sidewalk, drive, or other similar area.

502.40 Unsafe sign. Any sign which, because of its location, coloring, illumination, or animation, interferes with a motorist's perception of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or intersectional traffic, or traffic control devices, or the traffic direction signs. Any sign, which, because of its construction or state of repair, is likely to fall or blow, down or cause possible injuries to passers-by.

502.41 Vehicle sign. A nonchargeable copy sign that is either:

(1)
Painted on the body of an operable motor vehicle, with the total dimensions measuring not more than sixteen (16) square feet per side of the vehicle.

(2)
Permanently attached to an operable vehicle, with the total dimensions of all attached signs measuring no more than sixteen (16) square feet per side of a vehicle and extending no more than eighteen (18) inches above or below the part of the body of the vehicle to which they are attached.

502.42 Wall sign. Any sign painted on or attached flat or parallel to the exterior 


wall or surface of a building.

503. 
General regulations; permits required. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, alter the original specifications of, or relocate with the City of Slidell any sign as defined in this ordinance, without first obtaining an erection, alteration, or relocation permit from the building official and making payment of the fee required by section 505. All illuminated signs shall, in addition, be subject to the provisions of the electrical code, and the permit fees required thereunder.

504. 
Application for erection permit. Application for erection permits shall be made upon blanks provided by the building official, and shall contain or have attached thereto the following information:

A.
Name, address and telephone number of the applicant.

B.
Location of building or structure shall be given by street address or lot number to which or upon which the sign is to be attached or erected.

C.
A sketch showing position of the sign in relation to nearby buildings or structures.

D.
Two (2) copies of the drawing of the sign or advertising structure showing dimensions, plans, specifications, type of construction, and attachment to building or in the ground.

E.
Name of person, firm, corporation or association erecting the structure.

F.
Any electrical permit required and issued for said sign.

G.
A statement, where applicable, signed by a registered engineer or architect certifying the sign meets the wind pressure and deadload requirements of section 510. Duplicates or previously approved engineering calculations may be accepted by the building official for identical structures.

H.
Application for a freestanding sign shall include plat or survey of the property showing where the sign is to be located.

I.
Such other information as the building official shall require to show full compliance with this and all other laws and ordinances of the city.

505. 
Permit fees. Every applicant, before being granted a permit hereunder, shall pay to the building official the following permit fee for each such sign regulated by this ordinance:

[Type of Sign] Permit Fee
Free standing signs and/or street or wall clocks requiring submittal of stress 


sheets and calculation . . . $ 30.00

All other signs requiring permit, including the replacement of sign faces in existing signs, except temporary signs . . . 15.00

Where existing signs are modified and still in conformance with the ordinance, no 
fees shall be charged.

506. 
Inspection. The building official may inspect at such times as he deems necessary, each sign or other advertising structure regulated by this ordinance for the purpose of ascertaining whether the same is secure to insecure, and whether it is in need of removal or repair.

507. 
Revocation. All rights and privileges acquired under the provisions of this ordinance or any amendment thereto are mere licenses revocable at any time by the city council, and all such permits shall contain this provision.

508. 
Unsafe and illegal signs.

508.01Unsafe signs. If the building official shall find that any sign regulated herein is an 


immediate peril to persons or property, he shall cause it to be removed summarily and without notice. Signs determined by the building official to be unsafe or insecure or a menace to the public shall be removed within five (5) days after written notification by the permit department. Removal of such sign by the building official shall be at the expense of the owner of the sign or the owner of the property on which the sign is located.

508.02 Illegal signs. Except for signs that constitute a safety hazard or violate public 



property or propriety (i.e. 516.03, 516.04, 516.06 and 516.09) persons having an illegal sign as defined in section 516. shall be notified, in writing, by the permit department, and be informed that they have a right to apply, within two (2) working days of the time of receipt of the written notice, for a meeting before the head of the planning department to be held within the time period set forth below.

The head of the planning department shall set such meeting at the earliest 


possible time that his schedule permits. Failure by the owner of the illegal sign to appear at the appointed time shall not be a reason for delaying removal of the sign in question. Illegal signs shall be removed after proper notice according to the schedule below.

	Illegal Signs

(As defined in

subsection 516)
	Contact

Requirements
	Time

Requirements



	516.01
	written
	48 hours



	516.02
	written
	48 hours



	516.03
	written
	48 hours



	516.04
	written
	48 hours



	516.05
	written
	48 hours



	516.06
	written
	48 hours



	516.07
	written
	48 hours



	516.08
	N/A
	Immediately



	516.09
	N/A
	Immediately



	516.10
	(2) written
	30 days



	516.11
	N/A
	Immediately

	516.12
	(2) written
	30 days


In subsections 515.09, 515.11 and 515.12 the following provision shall apply to 


the time period: In the case of five (5) days' and thirty (30) days' time period 

option for removing a sign, the building official will make a determination as to whether a sign could easily be removed or not. If easily removed, five (5) days is allowed; if not, thirty (30) days is allowed.

509. Maintenance. All signs shall be maintained in good structural condition at all      times. All signs shall be kept neatly painted, including all metal parts and supports thereof that are not galvanized or rust resistant metals. The building official shall inspect and shall have authority to order the painting, repair, alteration or removal of a sign which constitutes a hazard to safety, health, or public welfare by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation or obsolescence. Such removal shall be at the expense of the owner of the sign or the owner of the property upon which the sign is located.

510. 
Wind pressure and dead load requirements. All free standing signs and other advertising structures shall be designed to meet wind pressure and dead load requirements in accordance with Section 1609 of the 2000 International Building Code as amended.  Signs shall be certified by a registered civil or structural engineer as designed in accordance with Section 1609.”

Editor's note‑‑Attachment A referred to above is not set out herein, but is on file and available for inspection in the offices of the city.

511. 
Obstruction to doors, windows, or fire escapes. No sign shall be erected, relocated or maintained so as to prevent free ingress to or egress from any door, window or fire escape. No sign of any kind shall be attached to a stand, pipe or fire escape.

512. 
Signs not to constitute traffic hazard. No sign shall be erected at the intersection of any streets in such a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision; or at any location where, by reason of the position, shape or color, it may interfere with, obstruct the view of or be confused with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device; or which makes use of the words "STOP", "LOOK", "DRIVE-IN", "DANGER", or any other word, phrase, symbol or character in such manner as to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic.

513.    Permit issued if application in order. It shall be the duty of the building official upon the filing of an application for an erection permit to examine such plans and specifications and other data and the premises upon which it is proposed to erect the sign, and if it shall appear that the proposed sign is in compliance with all the requirements of this ordinance and all other laws and ordinances of the City of Slidell, he shall then issue the erection permit. If the work authorized under an 

erection permit has not been completed within six (6) months after date of issuance, the said permit shall become null and void. However, this permit may be extended for a one-time, six-month period by the building official.

514. 
Exemptions. The permit provisions and regulations of this ordinance shall not apply to the following signs, provided, however, the signs shall be subject to the provisions of subsections 508.01, 511. and 512.

(Signs permitted in all zones)‑‑Banners, balloons, pennants, ribbons, streamers, 


etc. as exempted by section 516; construction announcement signs, garage sale signs, institutional bulletin boards, integral signs, political signs, private traffic directional signs, public signs, public warning signs, real estate signs, subdivision markers, and vehicle signs. A small identifying sign not to exceed one (1) square foot may be placed upon a manufactured or constructed product.

515. 
Sign permitted in all zones. Signs hereinafter designated shall be permitted in all zoning districts:

515.01 Construction announcement signs. In residential zones (All A Zones) signs not 



to exceed six (6) square feet. All signs shall be removed within thirty (30) days of occupancy.

515.02 Garage sale signs.

515.03 Institutional bulletin boards. Said sign shall not exceed a maximum size of 


thirty-
two (32) square feet, shall not exceed a maximum height of fifteen (15) feet, and shall have a minimum setback of five (5) feet from the public right-of-way.

515.04 Integral signs.

515.05 Official government flags and official state flags.

515.06 Political signs. Signs shall be removed no later than thirty (30) days after the 



candidate or political issue is no longer a part of the election process.

515.07 Private traffic directional signs. Signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in 



area per sign face and forty-two (42) inches in height. Horizontal directional signs painted on, or installed flush with paved streets, shall not be subject to the regulations of this provision. The use of private directional signs is prohibited except where needed for the safe and efficient movement of traffic.

515.08 Public signs and City-sponsored community promotional signs or banners erected in the public right-of-way.  Promotional signs or banners erected in the public right-of-way shall be subject to the following conditions:


1.
Advertising space shall be limited to no more than the bottom 25% of the banner.


2.
Banner placement shall be limited to C-3 and C-4 zones only.


3.
Banners shall be removed and replaced a minimum of once a year or when damaged.


4.
There shall be a limit of only one (1) banner per utility pole, and placed no less than 20 feet from the street level.  All banners shall be uniform in height.


5.
No banner shall be placed on the new decorative street light poles in Olde Towne.


6.
Banners placed on Gause Boulevard and on Old Spanish Trail shall be placed on utility poles located within the median only, if a median exists.



7.
Banners shall be grouped together with a standardized design theme.


8.
Banners shall not block visibility of existing business signs.


9.
Banner locations must be approved by the Planning Department prior to installation.

515.09 Public warning signs.

515.10 Real estate signs in all residential zone (all A zones) area; commercial zone 


(all C zones) area; and industrial (all I zones) area.

A.
Residential zones (all A zones). One (1) such sign shall be permitted not to exceed six (6) square feet per face. On a corner lot, two (2) signs may be displayed on the day of an open house. Such signs in residential zones shall be located on the property for sale, rent or lease. Such signs shall be removed within thirty (30) days after the act of sale.

B.
Commercial zones (all C zones) and Industrial zones (all I zones). Such signs shall conform with the standards contained in section 520.02C. One (1) sign shall be permitted for each side of a lot or parcel fronting a public street.

515.11 Subdivision markers. Subdivision identification signs shall be permitted when 



located within the subdivision limits.

515.12 Vehicle signs.

516. 
Illegal signs. Signs hereafter designated shall be illegal in all zoning districts.

516.01 Banners, balloons, pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners, or other similarly 



moving devices, whether or not part of any sign, including banners. Exception: Banners may be used for fairs, anniversaries, grand openings, special sales, and special citywide and annual events. For such events a business may display banners up to a combined total of ninety (90) days per calendar year, which may be divided into six (6) separate increments, upon obtaining the appropriate permits. Banners promoting charitable, religious or civic events being sponsored by not-for-profit organizations, churches or schools are permitted on commercial properties. The time period in which such banners are displayed shall be charged to the not-for-profit entity who shall be restricted to a total of ninety (90) days for such displays during the calendar year. Not more than one (1) such banner shall be permitted at any one (1) time on any commercial lot or parcel. All banners shall be maintained in good and safe condition. Banners may not exceed eighty (80) square feet and, when affixed to a building, shall not extend past the width of the side of the building on which it is displayed. One (1) additional banner may be displayed on a side of a building that faces a public thoroughfare, or a parking lot, which is at least forty (40) feet in width, if displayed at one and the same period(s) of time. In no case shall more than two (2) banners be displayed.

A business or nonprofit organization may display a fan-forced cold air balloon upon the premises where a special promotional event is being held. For such events a business may display a balloon up to a total of seven (7) days, one event per calendar year, after obtaining the appropriate permit.  The balloon shall be securely attached to the ground or building and shall not project into the public rights-of-way or obstruct the vision of vehicles or pedestrians who may be entering or exiting the premises. The balloon shall be promptly removed from the premises upon the expiration of the permit.

A.
A permit fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be charged.

516.02 Banners across thoroughfares shall be illegal. Exception: Banners across 



thoroughfares shall be permitted to promote Community Bargain Days, the Slidell Trade Fair. The Slidell Freedom Fest and events sponsored by public veterans, charitable, educational, fraternal, civic or service organizations. Such display shall be limited to two (2) weeks per year per event. A letter of no objection, issued by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, shall be submitted with the permit application. A permit fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) shall be charged. Such banners shall be removed within five (5) days after the conclusion of the event. If the banners are not removed within this time the city shall remove said banners and charge the offending organization for this action at a charge equaling the actual removal cost. Banners erected across thoroughfares without a permit shall be removed within two (2) working days after the person(s) or organization(s) responsible have been notified by any means of communication. Failure to remove the sign shall result in the city doing so at a charge of the actual removal cost and fines as per section 516.01B.

516.03 Signs which have flashing, blinking, changing or fluttering lights or other similar 



illuminating devices, which are within structures but can be clearly seen from the outside of the structure are also prohibited. Time and temperature signs are exempt from this provision.

516.04 Gooseneck reflectors, spot lights, and flood lights.

Gooseneck reflectors, spot lights, and flood lights shall be permitted, provided however, the reflectors, spot lights, or flood lights shall be provided with proper glass lenses concentrating the illumination upon the area of the sign so as to prevent glare upon the street or adjacent property.

516.05 Inoperative vehicles used as signs.

516.06 Obscene matter prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to display upon 



any sign or other advertising structure any obscene, indecent or immoral matter.

516.07 Portable signs.

516.08 Signs projecting into the public right-of-way. Buildings constructed within five (5) feet of the public right-of-way may have signs, which project no more than five (5) feet from the building.

516.09 Public property signs.  No sign shall be located on public property except subdivision markers when located within the subdivision limits, or public signs.

516.10 Roof signs.

516.11 Snipe signs prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to attach any sign to 



trees, bushes, landscape materials, utility poles or fences.

516.12 Obsolete signs.

516.12 Signs without permits and signs constructed contrary to permitted requirements.

517. 
Single-family residential zone regulations (A-1, A-2, A-6, and A-10). Only those signs in section 515. (signs permitted in all zones), shall be permitted with the additional provision that no sign shall be permitted within five (5) feet of any property line except public warning and traffic directional signs.

518. 
Multi-family zone regulations (A-3, A-7, A-8, and A-9).

518.01 No sign shall be permitted within five (5) feet of any property line except public 



warning and traffic direction signs.

518.02 One (1) on-premises identification sign that displays no more than the name, 



numerical address, crest, insignia or trademark of the premises or name of any building on the premises, per complex, will be allowed (whether attached or detached) to be based accordingly.

2‑‑4 units: Twenty-four (24) feet;

5‑‑12 units: Thirty-two (32)square feet;

13 or more units: Forty (40) square feet, and not to exceed two (2) faces, said faces to be parallel, if detached. Additional on-premises identification signs may be placed on each adjacent street on which the complex is located. Multi-family units may display a temporary "for lease" sign which must adhere to the provisions for residential real estate signs.

519. 
A-4 transitional zone regulations.

519.01 No sign shall be permitted within five (5) feet of any property line except public 



warning and traffic directional signs.

519.02 One (1) attached sign per business or home occupation not to exceed nine (9) 



square feet shall be permitted.

519.03 One (1) on-premises identification sign that displays no more than the name, 



numerical address, crest, insignia or trademark, occupation or profession of an occupant of the premises or name of any building on the premises, per complex, in excess of one (1) acre will be allowed (either attached or detached) to be no larger than thirty-two (32) square feet and single faced if attached, or forty (40) square feet not to exceed two (2) faces, said faces to be parallel, if detached. Multi-family units shall be governed by section 518.

520. 
On-premises commercial and industrial zone regulations (all C and M zones).

520.01 General requirements.

A.
Words may be attached to machinery or equipment, which is necessary, or customary to the business, including but not limited to devices such as gasoline pumps, vending machines, ice machines, etc., provided that words so attached refer exclusively to products or services dispensed by the device.

B.
Time and temperature displays are allowed on a permitted sign.

520.02 Permitted signs: Freestanding.

A.
One freestanding sign is allowed per street bounding a property except where a side(s) of the building face(s) property in any "A" residential zone.

B.
A complex may only erect one (1) freestanding sign for the purpose of identifying the complex and/or the identification of each business located within the complex, except that a complex having four hundred and fifty feet (450) of frontage along a public right-of-way other than an alley, may erect one (1) additional freestanding sign. The size of a "complex sign" shall conform with the standards contained in section 520.02(c)(1) except that within a complex having six (6) or more separate tenant spaces and at least ten thousand (10,000) square feet of total floor area, the size of the sign may exceed the standards contained in section 520.02(c)(1) by not more than one and one-quarter (1.25) times. Also, within a complex, each free. standing building fronting upon a public right-of-way which has a minimum separation of fifty (50) feet from any other building in the same complex, is permitted one (1) non-complex sign provided that such free-standing sign is at least fifty (50) feet from any other sign in the complex.

C.
Size, height, and location:

1.
Free-standing signs shall comply with the following requirements with respect to size, height, and location:

	Requirements for On-premises Free-Standing Signs



	Distance From Street

Right-of-Way Line

(ft.)Maximum Height

Above Grade (ft.)


	Maximum Size Allowed

Per Face (sq. ft.)



	
	Right-of-Way

Width (ft.)


	Right-of-Way

Width (ft.)



	``


	40‑‑60
	61‑‑95
	96+
	40‑‑60
	61‑‑96
	96+



	5
	18
	20
	26
	40
	60
	120



	10
	20
	22
	30
	60
	70
	160



	15
	22
	24
	32
	80
	90
	190



	20
	26
	28
	34
	90
	110
	210



	25
	28
	30
	40
	140
	150
	210



	30
	30
	32
	40
	160
	175
	210



	40
	32
	35
	40
	190
	200
	210




2.
The maximum size for freestanding signs shall be two hundred and ten (210) square feet per face.

3.
The maximum height for freestanding signs shall be forty (40) feet as measured above grade.

4.
No sign shall be permitted within five (5) feet from any property line except public warning and traffic directional signs.

5.
Free-standing sign shall be set back from the street right-of-way line according to the provisions of this section. Any such setback shall be measured from the street right-of-way line at the street to which the sign face is most nearly parallel or perpendicular. When any freestanding sign is located at the intersection of two (2) dedicated public streets, the required setback shall be measured from both of the street right-of-way lines involved. The maximum permitted height and maximum size allowed may be prorated from the heights and sizes shown in subsection 1. above as the distance from the right-of-way increases in one (1) foot increments to the forty (40) foot limit.

D.
One (1) trademark flag per business is permitted.

E.
When electrical service is provided to freestanding signs or ground signs, all such electrical service shall be underground where available.

520.03 Permitted signs‑‑Primary building sign. Each legal entity operating a business 



within a building shall be permitted not more than two (2) primary building signs on each exterior building wall enclosing such occupancy provided said wall contains a public entrance serving only such occupancy, or it faces a public street, or a parking lot of forty (40) feet in width, and conforms with the following conditions:

A.
Primary building signs may be mounted against or painted on or affixed to the side of a building wall, fascia, awning, canopy or sloping roof. No building sign may project more than five (5) feet horizontally from a building and shall not project into or over vehicular access drives, property lines, required setback areas, or required landscape planting areas. The sign face of each side of a multi-faced projecting sign shall be used in determining the permitted amount of signage.

B.
No building sign or the combined area of two (2) or more signs shall exceed three (3) feet times the width in feet of such building wall.

C.
Signs mounted on the side of a fascia, awning, or canopy shall not be less than eight (8) feet above grade elevation directly below.

D.
No more than thirty (30) per cent of the area of a building sign may extend above the highest point of the roof.

E.
Where more than one (1) business occupies the same building, the combined area of all building signs shall not exceed the allowable area described in subsection B above.

F.
When a building is of irregular shape, no more than one (1) wall shall be recognized as facing a public street.

G.
No primary building sign is permitted on the side of a building that abuts residentially zoned property.

H.
If a business does not display building signs where such signage is permitted, such signage may be used on a side of the building where signage is not permitted provided that:

1.
The total square footage of the sign(s) being installed does not exceed the maximum amount of signage permitted on the side of the building from where the signage is being swapped, or three (3) times the width in square feet of that side of the building where said signage is to be installed, whichever is least.

2.
The wall, fascia, canopy, or sloping roof where said signage is to be installed, must be immediately adjacent to and enclose the space of the business being advertised.

3. All signs shall conform with all other provisions of section 520.03 of the Zoning Ordinance.


I.
All signage in multi-family zoning districts shall comply with the additional requirements of 2.615.

520.04. In all C and M zones, a business or nonprofit organization may display a revolving beacon or laser light upon the premises where a special promotional event is being held. Each display period shall not exceed five (5) days and each business shall be permitted no more than four (4) periods per year. The revolving beacon or laser light shall be securely attached to its transporting vehicle and shall not project into the rights-of-way, or obstruct the vision of vehicles or pedestrians who may be entering or exiting the premises. Equipment used to operate this equipment shall be subject to the provisions of section 9-79, unnecessary noise, of the Criminal Code.

A special permit shall be obtained from the Permit Department for each display. 


The revolving beacon or laser light shall be promptly removed from the premises upon the expiration of the permit. A permit fee of twenty-five ($25.00) shall be charged for each separate period.

522. 
Permitted signs‑‑Special events. For a period of seven (7) days prior to the date of a special event, no more than forty (40) special event signs may be installed at major intersections and along major streets within the city, but not in the public right-of-way. For approval, the following criteria must be met.

A.
The signs must be professionally made in appearance and be no more than three (3) feet by three (3) feet in size.

B.
Approval of the use of such signs for special events rests with the permit department and a permit must be secured at least seven (7) days prior to the special event.

C.
The applicant shall be required to post a one thousand dollar ($1,000.00) cash bond along with his application. The bond will be solely to insure that the signs are removed by the applicant within twenty-four (24) hours of the conclusion of the special event. Any signs left standing after the required twenty-four (24) hours will be picked up by the city. For each sign requiring removal by the city, a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) deduction will be made from the cash bond to the maximum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00).  The posting of a bond is not required if the permit is issued to a non-profit or charitable organization recognized as non-profit.

D.
Signs that advertise events occurring within St. Tammany Parish, Ward 8 and Ward 9, are permitted.

523. 
Theater signs‑‑Free-standing or attached. Theaters, playhouses, and other culturally oriented establishments may be permitted an additional sign to those detailed in this section to display changeable copy. Said sign shall not exceed seventy-five (75) square feet per face. Multiple screen theatres may be permitted additional sign area, not to exceed twenty-five (25) square feet per additional screen. Said sign shall not have more than two (2) faces. Attached theater signs may have blinking or flashing lights.

524. 
Planned district zone regulations (A-5, C-1, and M-). The sign regulations for a planned district shall conform to this sign ordinance.

525. 
Billboards.

525.01 General requirements.  Billboards are prohibited in all zoning districts within the   City of Slidell.

526 
Off-premise signs.

526.01 Off-premises signs are permitted in C-4 Highway Commercial zoning only.

526.02 Off-premises signs are permitted upon public streets in the C-3 Central                 Business district under the special conditions contained in this section.

A. The signage shall be restricted to directional signage only.

           B. Only one sign shall be placed at each intersection along Front Street                              (Erlanger, Bouscaren, Cousin, and Robert Streets) on the western right-of-                     way, or along Fremaux Avenue at Second Street, on Erlanger at First,                           Second and Third Streets, and on Robert at Carey, First, Second, and Third                   Streets.


C. Signs placed under this section shall be no closer than three hundred feet                      (300’) apart measured in any direction.

D. The City must approve design of the sign.

E. Prior to the installation of any signs, a plan for maintenance and locations            shall be submitted for approval.

F. No sign along Front Street shall be larger than five feet (5’) high by four feet        (4’) wide.

1.   Sign lettering on the signs along Front Street will be a minimum of four       inches (4”) Condensed Serif/San Serif Typestyle.

2.  Signs will be constructed of polyurethane material and treated 4x4             wooden posts for lasting durability and quality


3. Signs shall bear the City of Slidell seal.  Colors shall be white (post),                    blue or teal (background), royal blue or white (letters).

4. Signs shall have low, permanent landscaping around the signs as approved by the City.

5. When a business closes, the closed business’s sign shall be removed by the business within 30 days of closure.  If it is not removed within 6 months, the City will remove the closed business’s sign.

G. Signs at the other locations in Olde Towne shall not exceed the current                street directional signs.

1. Lettering will be 3 ½ inches high consistent with current signs.

2. Signs will be constructed of polyurethane material and treated 4x4 wood posts for lasting durability and quality.

3.Signs shall bear the city of Slidell seal.  Colors shall be white (post),            blue or teal background), royal blue or white (letters).

4. Low, permanent landscaping will be placed around the sign as                  approved by the City.

5. When a business closes, the closed business’ sign shall be removed by the business within 30 days of closure.  If it is not removed within six (6) months, the City will remove the closed business’ sign. 

The provision herein contained shall only apply to non-profit organizations recognized as non-profit under the Internal Revenue Code.

Off-premises free-standing signs are permitted in C-4 Highway Commercial 


and shall be subject to the same requirements as subsection 520.02 C.

526.03 Off-premises signs along the same street or roadway shall be located five 



hundred (500) feet apart including across the public right-of-way.

526.04 Hotels and motels, which have at least seventy (70) per cent of their occupancy 



from transient persons domiciled outside of the greater Slidell area (the postal mailing address areas of Slidell, Lacombe and Pearl River, Louisiana), and which said hotels or motels are not located on one of the following main thoroughfares: Pontchartrain Drive and Front Street (U.S. Highway 11), Old Spanish Trail (La. Highway 433), Cause Boulevard (U.S. Highway 190 East) the extension of Gause Boulevard designated as U.S. Highway 190 West, and Interstate 10 Service Roads, may erect one only off-premise sign, not to exceed four (4) feet in height and eight (8) feet in length, including any frame or border, on private property or city right-of-way located on the main thoroughfare, as named above, which is the main thoroughfare nearest to said hotel or motel, as a directional sign to assist persons in locating said hotel or motel. Copy on said sign shall contain only the name of the hotel or motel, its address, directional copy to said hotel or motel, any emblem of an established franchise or association and times during which the hotel or motel is open. The property on which such off-premise sign is located must be zoned C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4, M-1, M-2, or M-3 or [be] city right-of-way. The sign may have two (2) faces, be illuminated and its total height from ground level may not exceed twelve (12) feet. Such sign must conform with all requirements in section 503 of this ordinance (Ordinance Number 2020). Any sign constructed within the city right-of-way shall be subject to review and approval by the city engineer. Applicant shall execute a hold harmless agreement in favor of the city.

527. 
Special Requirements for obsolete, prohibited, and nonconforming signs.

527.01 Any sign lawfully erected prior to the effective date of this ordinance and in 



compliance with this ordinance shall not be required to be removed. Any sign lawfully erected prior to the effective date of this ordinance but not in compliance with this ordinance shall be permitted as provided in section 527.03. 

527.02 Unlawful and/or unsafe signs shall be removed in accordance with section 508.

527.03 In implementing this ordinance the permit office shall inspect each sign in the 



city to evaluate its conformance with all provisions of this ordinance. The following procedures shall apply to signs constructed prior to the effective implementation date of this ordinance.

A.
Previously permitted signs in conformance with all the provisions of this ordinance shall be issued a valid permit;

B.
Previously permitted signs not in conformance with the provisions of this ordinance shall be removed unless they meet the provisions of section 527.04B.

527.04 All signs lacking valid permits shall be allowed to apply for a permit:

A.
If the sign meets all the provisions of this ordinance, a permit shall be granted;

B.
If the sign is not in conformance with the provisions of this ordinance, but is conforming to the provisions of the ordinance in effect at the time it was constructed, a permit limited to the existing sign shall be granted. Said signs may be repaired or reconstructed provided that all of the following conditions are met:

(1)
The shape of the sign is not changed;

(2)
The ownership of the business advertising on the part of the sign to be repaired or reconstructed has not changed;

(3)
The nature of the business, as classified by the U.S. Department of Commerce "Standard Industrial Code," advertising on the sign to be repaired or reconstructed has not changed; and

(4)
The cost of the repair or reconstruction does not exceed sixty (60) per cent of the replacement cost of said sign.

528. 
Any violation of this ordinance shall be considered a misdemeanor and shall result in a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per day for each day the violation exists. In addition, the general violation provisions of the zoning ordinance (Sec. 3.4) shall apply to this ordinance except that the fines stated therein are replaced by the amounts indicated in this section.

529. 
Severability clause. The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this ordinance are declared unconstitutional or invalid by the judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this ordinance.

530. 
Effective date. The original ordinance (Ordinance Number 1490) shall be in full effect on March 15, 1982. Revisions adopted on October 28, 1986 shall be effective on November 15, 1986.

(Ord. No. 2020, 10-28-86; Ord. No. 2066, 3-10-87; Ord. No. 2153, 12-22-87; Ord. No. 2201, 8-9-88; Ord. No. 2343, 7-24-90; Ord. No. 2376, 4-23-91; Ord. No. 2442, 5-12-92; Ord. No. 2505, 5-25-93)

Section 2.24. Reserved.
Editor's note‑‑Ord. No. 1490, adopted Feb. 24, 1982, provided for the deletion of § 2.24, Outdoor advertising in area adjacent to the national systems of interstate and defense highways and the federal aid primary system. For applicable provisions, see § 2.23, preceding. Prior to deletion, § 2.24 was derived from Ord. No. 795, adopted July 9, 1968, and Ord. No. 1001, adopted Apr. 27, 1976.
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