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PUBLIC NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF SLIDELL 
AMENDMENTS TO FY 2005-2009 CONSOLIDATED PLAN

The City of Slidell will hold two public hearings and informational session concerning proposed amendments to the Community Development Block Grant “CDBG” 2009 Annual Plan. The amendments impact upon the budget and activities shown in the 2005 to 2009 annual plans and the Slidell Consolidated Plan. The public hearings will be held at the City Council Chambers, located at 1330 Bayou Lane (Trailer #110). The first public hearing will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 17th, 2010. The second public hearing will be held at 6:00 p. m. on Monday, March 22nd, 2010.  The Annual Plan is a document required by the Federal Government as a precondition to participation in certain Federal programs.  The City will involve the citizens and organizations in this planning effort and is encouraging input from the public.  Included in overall CDBG priorities set by HUD are the following three goals:

1.
Provide decent housing and public facilities

2.
Provide a suitable living environment

3.
Expand economic opportunities

The City, with the proposed amendments, believes that it will positively impact goals #1 and #2 above.  During the public hearing, the City will explain its proposed amendment needed in order to replace the destroyed Rufus Viner Center, located on property near the intersection of Schley and 7th Street in Slidell.  The City wants to amend its past Annual Plan budgets and list of activities to include acquisition of land and funding for development and construction of a new Rufus Viner Center, to be located in the same location on Schley Street. Also included is a revised administrative budget. The last Center at this location had been flooded and severely damaged in the Hurricane Katrina and was subsequently demolished by the City of Slidell. The proposed amendment is to move unspent funds from housing repair programs, fair housing, and drainage improvements from Fiscal Years 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 to the 2009 Fiscal Year and Annual Plan in order to purchase land adjacent to the City’s land at the old Rufus Viner site and then to build a new Rufus Viner Community Center. The past budgets in past project fiscal years proposed to be moved to the new Rufus Viner project include the following: $20,000 for Emergency Housing repairs from FY 2005; $20,000 for Elderly Housing Repair from FY 2006; $20,000 for Elderly Housing Repair and $350 for fair housing from FY 2007; and $192,938 for drainage improvements and $500 for fair housing from FY2008; and $192,804 for drainage improvements and $200 for fair housing  from FY 2009  to the new FY 2009 budget for the new Rufus Viner project which will include acquisition and construction, along with a $17,000 budget for Administration in FY 2009.
The City encourages the participation of minorities, non-English speaking persons, the disabled, low to moderate-income persons, residents of public housing developments, and all others.  Those persons who wish to participate but may be hindered by disabilities or who are non-English speaking are urged to notify the City at least three days in advance of the public hearing so that special arrangements can be made.  Persons who need to discuss this or ask questions about the hearing should contact the following:

Randy Clement or Marina C. Stevens, City Planning Department, City of Slidell, P.O. Box 828, Slidell, LA 70459  (985) 646-3879 or TDD 1-800-545-1833 extension 375.

