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Slidell continued mopping-up action from Hurricane Gustav as residents today continued streaming back into a city  in which most homes and businesses were unscathed but still without electric power. By late afternoon, however, the lights, air-conditioning and cable TV appeared to be back on in more than half the city’s households.

 At 4 p.m., CLECO’s website, www.cleco.com, reported that power had been restored to 56 percent of its 81,682 customers throughout St. Tammany Parish. By 5:15 p.m., a CLECO spokesman said about 8,000 residences and businesses in the Slidell area were still without power. Customers still without electricity may call CLECO at 1-800-622-6537.

Wal-Mart, Home Depot and many other stores – pharmacies, supermarkets, gas stations and fast-food restaurants, many with backup generators – have reopened for business. Lines are long at some of them.

Residential flooding was confirmed in only one area thus far, Palm Lake in southwest Slidell.

 Police reported that at least 33 homes took in water, there was flooding underneath nine raised homes, water in five garage or storage areas, and whether flooding occurred in eight residences could not be determined. Twenty residences on adjacent Camellia Drive also flooded. Palm Lake, which police closed to most traffic overnight, was completely reopened at about 3:45 p.m.

All of the remaining City of Slidell employees who haven’t yet been called back to work – including a few police officers - are scheduled to return Thursday at their normal reporting time. A majority of city workers have been on duty since late Sunday.
City, state and parish officials are now monitoring the paths of two more storms, Hurricane Ike followed by Tropical Storm Josephine, that may come this way. Both are still well out in the Atlantic.
More updates

· Mayor Ben Morris announced that garbage pickup will resume Thursday for garbage and trash only – i.e. refrigerated goods that have spoiled during the power outage. Storm debris such as tree limbs and the like will not be collected. Coastal Waste Services says the garbage and trash pickups will run Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Normal collections will resume Monday.

· City workers continued clearing streets and passageways of storm debris and will be doing so for the next few days. About one-fourth of the streets, all in south Slidell, were cleared Wednesday. All streets are passable, most of them easily.

· Public Utilities crews assessed the status of Slidell’s sewage 104 lift stations, and portable generators were brought in to power eight of them. The central sewage treatment plant off Terrace Avenue continues operating with five small generators brought in after the plant lost power Monday and its big backup generator, which was damaged during Hurricane Katrina three years ago, was knocked out. Another large backup generator is expected to be installed soon.
· Police Chief Freddy Drennan reported a break-in overnight at the Walgreen’s drugstore at  Gause Boulevard and Front Street. At this time, it appears that only cash was taken.

· Cable television service has been restored in those areas that have regained power.
· St. Tammany public and parochial schools are scheduled to reopen Monday, along with parish government offices and the 22nd Judicial District Court.

· Parish President Kevin Davis has lifted the dusk till dawn curfew, effective immediately.

